REMINISCENCES

Ruler. He was for giving Ireland through the Imperial
Parliament everything that Ireland would have done
for herself if she had a Parliament of her own; "but he
was opposed to the idea of two separate Parliaments.
I am not now discussing Mr. Bright's political views on
the subject: I am only stating what I always understood
them to be. I know that some of my own countrymen
have thought that in his later years he cooled in Ms
zeal for the redress of Irish grievances. I can only say
for myself that I never saw any reason to believe in any
cooling of his zeal or in any change of his opinions.
All the time that I knew him, as I have just said, he
was prepared to do anything, in the way of legislation
for Ireland, which Ireland would herself have done if
slie had a Parliament of her own; and lie used to con-
tend, when we talked over the matter merely as a spec-
ulative question, that Ireland would have no fair claim
even to demand Home Rule until it had been made
clear that the majority in the Imperial Parliament were
unwilling or unable to do her justice. He used to con-
tend that the action of the Liberal party with regard to
the Irish State Church and in regard to the Irish land
tenure system proved that the leaders and the people of
Great Britain were growing every day into greater
enlightenment on the Irish question, and a more earn-
est desire to do all that could be done to make Ireland
contented and prosperous. But he had a strong objec-
tion to iihe setting up of separate Parliaments, and it
was in vain to argue with him on this point. When at
last lie definitely broke away from Mr. Gladstone on
this subject I at least did not find myself able to accuse
him of inconsistency or of any sudden change of opin-
ion. The truth is that Bright had in him veiy little of
the sentimental in politics. He was what is called a
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